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TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY is pleased to present Folk Tale, a solo exhibition by Kazuma Koike, opening on March 21.

This marks the first solo exhibition at the gallery in six years, since 2020. During this period, Koike’s work has been widely present-
ed at international exhibitions and art fairs throughout Europe, the United States, and Asia, expanding his presence international-
ly. In 2025, his work was installed in Yodoyabashi Station One (30th floor), a newly opened landmark building, and a photograph of 
his works were exhibited at Kansai International Airport as part of the KIX CULTURE GATE Project, steadily broadening his activi-
ties within the Kansai region as well.

Born in Kanagawa Prefecture in 1980, Koike spent his childhood in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and his high school years in Barcelo-
na, Spain. After graduating in 2003 from the Sculpture Course, Department of Fine Arts, Nihon University College of Art, he 
relocated his practice from the Kanto region to Kansai in 2012. He is currently based in Osaka. Centered on ceramic sculpture as 
his primary medium, Koike has expanded into painting, drawing, and installations that organically integrate these forms. By 
fluidly traversing media, he has continually reconfigured the relationships between sculpture, painting, and space.

Influenced by mystical forms and practices tied to systems of faith and knowledge—such as Japanese dogū clay figures, haniwa 
funerary sculptures, Buddhist sculptures by Enkū, and Renaissance Wunderkammer, or “cabinets of curiosities,” which merged 
faith, knowledge, and spectacle—Koike affirms the ambiguity of form and the transformations that occur within the process of 
creation as essential to sculptural formation. Rather than strictly predetermining a final form, his ceramic works embrace the 
autonomous transformations of material that occur from modeling to firing. Firing, in particular, becomes a crucial stage in which 
uncontrollable conditions such as fluctuations in kiln temperature and the chemical reactions of glazes profoundly affect both 
form and surface texture.

The dark, profound surfaces of his works, covered in a monochromatic black glaze (rich in iron and producing a deep black tone 
through oxidation firing), evoke weathering, erosion, and the accumulation of time upon ritual objects. At the same time, they 
represent the integration of diverse cultural and symbolic elements within a single form. These are not sign-like forms intended 
to fix and transmit meaning, rather, they are presented as fluid presences that emerge through the interaction of material, time, 
and imagination.

Underlying these works is an affinity with the concept of shinbutsu-shūgō—the syncretic fusion of Japan’s indigenous Shinto 
beliefs and imported Buddhist thought, which evolved

through centuries of mutual influence. For Koike, visiting temples across Japan and encountering religious architecture, gardens, 
and sculptural forms serves as an essential reference for his practice. His works repeatedly feature motifs such as an essential 
reference for his practice. His works repeatedly feature motifs such as divine figures and idols, felines including tigers, plants, 
pineapples, and vessels. For example, tiger imagery depicted in the Edo period was imaginatively reconstructed by Japanese 
painters who, without direct observation of the animals, like cats. This imaginative synthesis of disparate elements into new 
beings deeply resonates with Koike’s own creative approach.

The exhibition title Folk Tale refers to stories that have no single author or fixed origin—narratives that continue to transform as 
they are passed from person to person. Similarly, Koike’s works do not present explicit narratives but may be understood as 
presences that can be “told” differently according to each viewer’s memories, beliefs, and cultural background. The exhibition 
features 20 ceramic sculptures, 12 paintings, and a set of 64 drawings.

We warmly invite you to experience the exhibition.
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Lives and works in Osaka, Japan. 

Born in 1980 in Kanagawa, Japan. 

He spent his childhood in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and attended a high school in Barcelona, Spain.
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2025 　 　Returning, AISHO, Tokyo, JP

2024 　 　Fish Scales and Tiger Dreams, The Fridge, New York, NY, US

2024 　 　Paintings and Sculptures, Sokyo Annex, Kyoto, JP

2024 　 　 In the Year of the Dragon, with Jordy Kerwick, AISHONANZUKA, Hong Kong, HK

2023 　 　Stille, with Henrik Godsk, HAGD Contemporary, Aalborg, DK

2023 　 　Djordje Ozbolt and Kazuma Koike, with Djordje Ozbolt, AISHONANZUKA, Hong Kong, HK

2023 　 　Prayer, cadet capela, Paris, FR

2022 　 　KOISHI-KEI, with Toru Ishii, Sokyo Gallery, Kyoto, JP

2021 　 　 Cama, with Shuhei Yamada, Mitsukoshi Contemporary Gallery, Tokyo, JP

2021 　 　 Kazuma Koike, OMURO MUSEUM, Mie, JP

2020 　 　Solo Exhibition, Tezukayama Gallery, Osaka, JP

SOLO AND TWO-PERSON EXHIBITIONS (SELECTED)

2025-26　 SLEET, HAGD Contemporary, Aalborg, DK

2025-26　 Anniversary exhibition : 25 years of unconditional love for ceramics, puls contemporary ceramics, Brussels, BE

2025 　 　Summer Collective, HAGD Contemporary, Aalborg, DK

2025 　 　Urban Jungle, TARTCH, Taipei, Taiwan

2025 　 　B/W, POOL SIDE GALLERY, Kanazawa, JP

2025 　 　Shift, RIVER ART GALLERY, Taichung, Taiwan

2024-25　 Winter Collective, HAGD Contemporary, Aalborg, DK

2024-25　 MIKADO2: Do you know me?, Sokyo Annex, Kyoto, JP

2024 　 　MIKADO2: Fugue for Crocodiles, The Triangle, Kyoto City KYOCERA Museum of Art, Kyoto, JP

2024 　 　MIKADO2: Yukukawanonagarehataezushite, Kyoto Tsutaya Books, Kyoto, JP

2024 　 　Chimeric Sculpture Expression, AKI Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan

2024 　 　Bright Light, HAGD Contemporary, Aalborg, DK

2023 　 　Solidaholic, Tezukayama Gallery, Osaka, JP

GROUP EXHIBITIONS (SELECTED)

2025 　 　Enter Art Fair, Lokomotivværkstedet, HAGD Contemporary, Copenhagen, DK

2025 　 　ART OSAKA, Osaka City Central Public Hall, AISHO, Osaka, JP

2025 　 　ART OnO, SETEC, AISHO, Seoul, KR

2025 　 　Dallas Art Fair, Fashion Industry Gallery, Tezukayama Gallery, Dallas, Texas, US

2024 　 　Untitled Art Miami Beach, The Fridge, Miami, FL, US

2024 　 　ceramic brussels, Tour&Taxis, puls contemporary ceramics, Brussels, BE

ART FAIRS (SELECTED)
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Artworks

OPEN: Tue - Sat 12:00 - 19:00
CLOSED: Sunday, Monday and Holiday
Contact: info@tezukayama-g.com / Okada Shinpei (TEZUKAYAMA 
GALLERY)

Exhibition Information

1. Solo Exhibition “Returning” Installation view (2025) ／ Venue: AISHO Tokyo (Tokyo)

2. BC250919, 2025, glazed ceramic, H540×W285×D210 mm／Photo by Hayato Wakabayashi

3. BC250909, 2025, glazed ceramic, H460×W480×D190mm ※wall-hanging／Photo by Hayato Wakabayashi

4. BC250326, 2025, glazed ceramic, H450×W160×D315mm／Photo by Hayato Wakabayashi

5. Bird on Tiger, Four Eyed Man on Skull, 2025, acrylic on canvas, H530×W455mm／Photo by Hayato Wakabayashi
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