PRESS RELEASE 1/3 TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY

TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY is pleased to present the solo exhibition of Yasuko Hirano, “Not a Mountain, but a Flat Summit”.

She was born in Toyama Prefecture in 1985 and now lives and works in Kanagawa Prefecture. She has been actively
creating and presenting her works since graduating from Kyoto Seika University's Faculty of Art's oil painting course.

Hirano's paintings are made by stretching canvas over wooden panels, which are then primed with animal glue and
plaster, carefully polished after drying, and covered in layers of oil paint in three primary colors. Based on her work
is "landscape”.

By capturing the senses of sight, smell, touch, as well as material and psychological factors, the multilayered artwork
that connects the present and the past is completed by Hirano’s depiction of the scenery once seen. Hirano's descrip-
tion of a scene she witnessed one day completes a work that connects the present with the past. It is drawn in the
sense of "now," as if that time is looking back at us. Through the repetition of the acts of "looking" and "being
looked," the works depicted from various perspectives are transformed into complex screen that approach the depths
of the world, allowing the viewer to feel the existence of an unnamable phenomenon, while keeping its meaning at a
distance.

This is the first solo exhibition by Hirano at Tezukayama Gallery, will feature approximately 15 works.
Her works that evoke a sense of depth that draws you in, please take this opportunity to come and see the exhibition.

(Artist Statement)

In the process of creation, the act of "layering" is firstly, and from there, t the production advances with a sense of
bringing the subject closer or further away and evoking memories. This process is similar to the problem of painting
landscapes, in which the more one tries to paint, the further away it becomes, which is always a false image. I amre-
minded of the mountains of my hometown, the footpaths I have trodden, the skies I have looked up at, and feelings for
someone. These elements are inspired that allow the body to leap. By accessing such feelings, the cyclical act becomesa
way to free myself and the social system.

I am interested in where images come from in today of nested information and physical space.l am aware of the
possibilities of subject and object changing one other, rather than by consuming images prepared by others, but by
repeatedly working on them, creating differences, and extracting internalized images.

The title of this exhibition, “Not a mountain, but a Flat Summit” is a metaphor used by the French philosopher Gilles-
Deleuze and psychoanalyst Félix Guattari in their "A Thousand Plateaus" to make their philosophical concepts more
understandable. Instead of a hierarchical (mountainous) way of thinking, it proposes a flat surface where things are
connected to one another. I modeled it on the idea of allowing the body to leap from the act of making the work.
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H1167 X W910 mm

photo by Hyogo Mugyuda

FHFET | Yasuko Hirano
Not a Mountain, but a Flat Summit
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YAMAMOTO (TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY)

T550-0015 ABRM K AEIT1-19-27 IR YV 2F
Yamazaki Bldg. 2F, 1-19-27 Minami-Horie, Nishi-ku, Osaka,550-00156 JAPAN B

Tell: +81 6 6534 3993 / Instagram: tezukayama_g TEZUHAYA

HA.G

IFNS VMINVN S/I sy

& mymER |®
YOTSUBASHI STA.
TR
HORIE PARK é
FAMILY MART o | &
T =<
)
@
I7638D ORANGE STREET S
hd o MOHLY SHOP @ | >
BURTON COLUMBIA 4
SPORTSWEAR ® LAWSON o
c
+ c
DOTONBORI RIVER RANEER

/

NANBA STA.



